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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Process

The goal of the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment process is to identify 

issues and places where focused policy or planning changes can promote 

sustainable urban development over the short and long term. The objective 

is to improve the neighborhood’s day-to-day sustainability and increase 

LWV� UHVLOLHQFH� GXULQJ� IXWXUH� ZHDWKHU� HYHQWV�� 7R� GHÀQH� WKHVH� IRFXV� DUHDV��

Global Green USA utilizes the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Tool, 

ZKLFK� LV� EDVHG� RQ� WKH� /(('� IRU� 1HLJKERUKRRG� 'HYHORSPHQW� �1'�� FULWHULD� 

Prior to visiting the assessment area, the team conducted a review of existing 

planning documents, code requirements, maps, and stakeholder priorities. 

An initial assessment was then completed, with the credits in each of the 

WKUHH� /(('�1'� FDWHJRULHV� �6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� 	� /LQNDJHV�� 1HLJKERUKRRG� 3DWWHUQ�

	� 'HVLJQ�� DQG� *UHHQ� ,QIUDVWUXFWXUH� 	� %XLOGLQJ�� PDUNHG� DV� ´DFKLHYHG�µ� ´QRW�

DFKLHYHG�µ� ´XQNQRZQ�µ� RU� ´QRW� DSSOLFDEOH�µ� (DFK� FUHGLW� LV� IXUWKHU� UDQNHG� IRU�

the degree that it correlates to regional or local policy priorities, regulatory 

support, technical feasibility, market support, and stakeholder input. 

This initial assessment serves as the point of departure for the Global Green team’s 

PXOWL�GD\�VLWH�YLVLW�DQG�HYDOXDWLRQ��'XULQJ�WKH�YLVLW��WKH�WHDP�ZDONV�HDFK�EORFN�RI�

the target neighborhood, photographs examples of positive qualities and areas for 

improvement, and conducts a series of meetings with targeted stakeholders, city 

staff, and representatives of relevant public agencies. Throughout the process, a 

SUHOLPLQDU\�/(('�1'�FKHFNOLVW�LV�HGLWHG�DQG�UHÀQHG�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKH�WHDP·V�YLVXDO�

REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�FRQWH[WXDO� LVVXHV� UDLVHG�E\�VWDNHKROGHUV��7KH�ÀQDO�FKHFNOLVW�

for Virgina Village / Market Street neighborhood can be found on pages 18-21. 

This assessment process then enables the team to identify a series of 

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� /(('�1'� FUHGLWV� WR� DXJPHQW� DQG� LQFUHDVH� WKH�

neighborhood’s sustainability. Recommendations also cover policy, planning, and 

development changes which aim to realize a more resilient and sustainable future 

for Long Beach. Some recommendations can be implemented fairly quickly, while 

others will require policy or regulatory change and long-term collaboration among 

public agencies, local institutions, and private sector partners, as well as multiple 

sources of funding.

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Long Beach, CA



1.

4.

5.

2.3.2.

Neighborhood Assets

1. Large City-owned parcels 2. Community parks and gardens 3. Unique neighborhood identity and 
FKDUDFWHU����/RQJ�%HDFK�%RXOHYDUG�VWUHHWVFDSH�LPSURYHPHQWV����-DQH�$GGDPV�(OHPHQWDU\�6FKRRO
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Neighborhood Background

The Virginia Village/Market Street neighborhood is located in North Long Beach, 
&DOLIRUQLD��2ULJLQDOO\�IRXQGHG�DV�9LUJLQLD�&LW\��WKH�DUHD�ZDV�DQQH[HG�E\�WKH�&LW\�RI�
Long Beach in 1924. For the purposes of this assessment, Global Green established 
a study area that is bounded by the Los Angeles River the west, Atlantic Blvd. to the 
east, 55th Street to the north, and 53rd Street to the south.

North Long Beach is a mixed-income community with modest, well-maintained 
single-family neighborhoods. The neighborhood is historically diverse and this 
continues today. In 2010 the predominant ethnicity was being Latino, followed 
E\� %ODFN�� $VLDQ�3DFLÀF� ,VODQGHU�� DQG�:KLWH�� 7KH� QHLJKERUKRRG� LV� KRPH� WR� ORZ��
and moderate-income residents, with over three quarters of the students at 
neighborhood schools being eligible for free or reduced lunch.

Streetscape conditions in North Long Beach generally range from fair to poor, 
with residential streets exhibiting a higher streetscape quality than commercial 
corridors. Many infrastructure improvements were constructed in the 1920s and 
have deteriorated. Market Street is generally lacking street trees, has a relatively 
narrow 5-foot sidewalk, and limited crossing opportunities between Atlantic 
Avenue and Long Beach Boulevard. Currently, access to the Los Angeles River at 
the western terminus of the Los Angeles River is possible but is not yet improved with 
public stairs, disabled and bicycle access, or lighting.
 
Several streetscape and façade improvements were recently completed at 
the historic intersection of Long Beach Boulevard and Market Street. Additional 
investments in infrastructure and urban design are being considered to further 
revitalize and vastly improve the function, identity, and sustainability of the 
neighborhood.

An upcoming, potentially catalytic project for the neighborhood is the Market 
6WUHHW� 3HGHVWULDQ� DQG� 6WUHHWVFDSH� (QKDQFHPHQW� 3URMHFW�� 7KH� &LW\� UHFHLYHG� D�
grant to implement complete street enhancements on Market Street to create 
a truly integrated multi-modal street environment for pedestrian, bicyclists, transit 
and cars. Planned improvements include sidewalk widening, bicycle facilities, 
transit stop enhancements, street trees, and storm water planters with drought 
tolerant planting. The project’s purpose is to create an inviting environment, 
provide pedestrian linkages to adjacent neighborhoods, educational institutions 
and transit facilities, and assist residents and commuters in shifting to alternative 
modes of travel along Market Street. A second project that has the potential to 
EHQHÀW�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�LV�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�UHVWRUHG�ZHWODQG�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�/RV�
$QJHOHV�5LYHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�'H)RUHVW�3DUN�WR�WKH�QRUWK�DQG�WKH�'RPLQJXH]�
Gap wetlands to the south. This will establish open space feature directly to the 
west of the neighborhood and improve bicycle access along the River to South 
/RQJ�%HDFK�DQG�WKH�3DFLÀF�2FHDQ�

$� QXPEHU� RI� FLYLF�� EXVLQHVV�� DQG� QRQ�SURÀW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� DUH� DFWLYH� LQ� WKH�
QHLJKERUKRRG�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� �WK�&LW\�&RXQFLO�'LVWULFW�2IÀFH�� WKH�9LUJLQLD�9LOODJH�
%XVLQHVV� $VVRFLDWLRQ�� DQG� WKH� $GGDPV� DQG� 'DLU\� QHLJKERUKRRG� DVVRFLDWLRQV�
DUH� DFWLYH� LQ� FRPPXQLW\�� 7KH� &LW\� RI� /RQJ� %HDFK� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� +HDOWK� DQG�
+XPDQ� 6HUYLFHV� �'++6�� DOVR� KDV� D� ORQJ� KLVWRU\� RI� ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� 1RUWK� /RQJ�
%HDFK�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�&RDOLWLRQ�IRU�D�+HDOWK\�1RUWK�/RQJ�%HDFK�LV�D�QHWZRUN�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�SDUWQHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�IURP�'++6��WKH�/RQJ�%HDFK�8QLÀHG�
6FKRRO�'LVWULFW��FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��UHVLGHQWV��KHDOWK�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHUV�
DQG�FLW\�FRXQFLO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�'++6�+HDOWK\�$FWLYH�/RQJ�%HDFK�
SURJUDP�ZRUNV�ZLWK�WKH�/RQJ�%HDFK�8QLÀHG�6FKRRO�'LVWULFW�DQG�/RQJ�%HDFK�3DUNV��
Recreation and Marine in the area to promote healthy eating and physical activity. 
2WKHU�FRPPXQLW\�SDUWQHUV� LQFOXGH�%LNH��������&HQWHU� IRU�)DPLOLHV�DQG�<RXWK��6W��
$WKDQDVLXV�&KXUFK��DQG�+LV�1HVWLQJ�3ODFH�

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Long Beach, CA



1.

4.

5.

3.2.

Neighborhood Challenges

1. Scattered retail and few options for food or groceries on Market Street  2. Limited street trees 
throughout study area 3. Underutilized privately held parcels  4. Challenging pedestrian conditions 5. 
/DFN�RI�IRUPDO�DFFHVV�WR�'H)RUHVW�:HWODQGV�IURP�0DUNHW�6WUHHW
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Recommendation Approach and Strategy

The recommendations presented over the following pages were developed 

through careful study of regional and local planning documents, city staff and 

stakeholder interviews and a thorough on-the-ground analysis of community 

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�� (DFK�RI� WKH� UHVXOWLQJ� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ� LQIRUPHG�E\�

EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�DV� LGHQWLÀHG�E\�/(('�1'�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SURGXFHG�ZLWK� VSHFLÀF�

attention given to long-term sustainability and resilience.

)RXU� NH\� RYHUDUFKLQJ� WKHPHV� JXLGH� WKH� VSHFLÀF� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�� ��� ,PSURYH�

7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ� DQG� 0RELOLW\�� ��� ,QFUHDVH� &RPPXQLW\� +HDOWK� DQG� 6DIHW\�� ���

6WUHQJWKHQ� 1HLJKERUKRRG� ,GHQWLI\� DQG� /LYDELOLW\�� DQG� ��� ,QFUHDVH� %XLOGLQJ� DQG�

,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�(QHUJ\�(IÀFLHQF\��

The Improve Transportation and Mobility�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�LGHQWLÀHV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

to create a safer environment for pedestrians and cyclists and to enable a more 

HIÀFLHQW� FRQQHFWLRQ� WR� WKH� EXV� DQG� OLJKW� UDLO�� 5HVLGHQWV� RI� WKH� 0DUNHW� 6WUHHW�

neighborhood have a number of transportation options including cycling, bus, and 

light rail. By improving the ability to access and move between these options the 

neighborhood can be better connected to greater Long Beach and to the shopping, 

employment, education, and recreation amenities in nearby neighborhoods. 

Community Health and Safety highlights the potential 

to increase after school programs in schools, increase 

access to health foods, and identify strategies to 

address persistent concerns related to safety in 

VSHFLÀF�SRUWLRQV�RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��Neighborhood 

Identity and Character recognizes the potential to 

further express the historic character and increase 

public amenities through strategic use of publicly 

owner parcels. Building and Infrastructure Resource 

(IÀFLHQF\ focuses on improving the environmental 

performance of individual structures, and specifying 

HIÀFLHQW� SURGXFWV� DQG� HTXLSPHQW� ZKHQ� XSJUDGHV�

are made to public infrastructure.

The community 
workshop was well 

attended and 
provided critical 
feedback which 

informed the 
recommendations 

in this document  

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Long Beach, CA
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Improve Transportation 

+ Mobility

2QH�RI� WKH�JXLGLQJ�SULQFLSOHV� RI� /(('�1'� LV� WR� IRVWHU� FRPPXQLWLHV� WKDW� FDWHU� WR�
pedestrians and cyclists, thus enabling people to commute, recreate and 
complete errands without reliance on private automobiles. Neighborhood Pattern 
DQG�'HVLJQ� �13'��SUHUHTXLVLWHV� ��� ��DQG���ZRUN� LQ�FRQFHUW� WR� VXSSRUW� WKLV� YLVLRQ�
E\�UHTXLULQJ�:DONDEOH�6WUHHWV��&RPSDFW�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�&RQQHFWHG�DQG�2SHQ�
Communities. 

7KH�0DUNHW� 6WUHHW�QHLJKERUKRRG�EHQHÀWV� IURP�D�FRKHVLYH�JULG�RI�PHGLXP�VL]HG�
blocks. The one exception is the area to the north that is currently occupied by a 
mobile home park. This street grid and the relatively narrow streets create a context 
that is supportive of walking, cycling, and slower speed vehicle travel. The City has 
DOUHDG\�PDGH�VLJQLÀFDQW�VWULGHV�LQ�LPSURYLQJ�PRELOLW\�WKURXJK�WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�
one-way couplets to the north and south of Market Street.

8VLQJ� /(('�1'� DV� D� JXLGH� UHYHDOV� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� IXUWKHU� LPSURYH� SHGHVWULDQ��
cyclist, and transit rider accommodations, along Market Street, parallel streets to 
the north and south, and at the key intersections and transit access locations at 
Long Beach Boulevard and Atlantic Boulevard. This includes the requirement in 
6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH��6//��FUHGLW����%LF\FOH�1HWZRUN�DQG�6WRUDJH�WKDW�DQ\�
improvements or introductions of new cycling facilities must be complimented by 
an adequate number of bicycle storage spaces - both secured, enclosed spaces 
for residential buildings as well as plentiful options for retail establishments.

In conjunction with physical improvements to the streets and sidewalks, there is also 
a need to continually maintain a strong local business community and to increase 
the quality and diversity of retail and service offerings in the neighborhood to 
further encourage that daily needs are met locally. 
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Action Items

1. Provide direct access to the Los Angeles River and the DeForest 
Wetlands: through public access stairway and ramp at the western 
terminus of Market Street. Formalizing and improving the quality of this 
H[LVWLQJ� DFFHVV� SRLQW� ZLOO� KDYH� D� EHQHÀFLDO� LPSDFW� RQ� VDIHW\� ZKLOH� DOVR�
connecting the community more strongly to the LA River Bike path and 
ZDONLQJ� DQG� UXQQLQJ� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DORQJ� WKH� 5LYHU�� �'LDJUDP� EHORZ�� 

2. Implement pedestrian, cyclist, and transit improvements on Market Street 
from the LA River to Atlantic: This area has a narrow right-of-way that makes it 
GLIÀFXOW�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�VSDFH�QHHGHG�IRU�D�VDIH�ELNH�ODQH��6KDUURZV�DUH�DOVR�
QRW� UHFRPPHQGHG� LQ� WKLV� DUHD� GXH� WR� WKH� VSHHG� RI� YHKLFXODU� WUDIÀF�� 7KHUH�
are a number of other enhancements that can be made to Market Street 
in a fairly cost effective way through restriping, corner bulb outs, addition of 
SODQWHUV��LPSURYLQJ�SDUNLQJ�HIÀFLHQF\��DQG�FUHDWLQJ�LQFUHDVHG�FURVVZDON�FODULW\�
at the signalized and unsignalized intersections. These interventions could be 
completed without needing to change the current dimensions of the travel 
ZD\� RU� WKH� ORFDWLRQ� RI� FXUEV�� JXWWHUV�� RU� VWRUP� GUDLQ� LQOHWV�� �'LDJUDP� S����  

3. Improve Cycling Facilities either on Market Street through restriping or through 
improvements to other east-west streets that are adjacent to Market Street:�(DVW�
of Atlantic the right-of-way increases so that it is possible to have two travel 
lanes in each direction and a striped bike lane on each side.

Creating 
formalized 
access to 
WKH�'H)RUHVW�
Wetlands at 
the end of 
Market Street 
would increase 
open space 
in a park-poor 
neighborhood

1
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&RPPXQLW\�+HDOWK���6DIHW\

Recent research has demonstrated that there are strong connections between 
the design or the built environment and the health outcomes of residents. Feeling 
safe and secure at home and in a neighborhood are also linked to personal 
KDSSLQHVV�DQG�ZHOOEHLQJ��/(('�1'�LQFOXGHV�FUHGLWV�UHODWHG�WR�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�KHDOWK�
and safety of communities through a combination of urban design strategies and 
providing access to health services and fresh food. These credits are included in 
WKH�1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP�LQ�3UHUHTXLVLWH�
and Credit 1: Walkable Streets and Credit 3: Mixed Use Neighborhood Centers. 

7KH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�/(('�FUHGLWV�DUH�WR�FUHDWH�DQ�DFWLYH�VWUHHW�OLIH�ZLWK�
´H\HV� RQ� WKH� VWUHHWµ� VR� WKDW� SHRSOH� RI� DOO� DJHV� DUH� DEOH� WR�PRYH� WKURXJK� WKH�
neighborhood without concerns about being exposed to safety concerns or risks. 
The application of these credits can be augmented by the use of Crime Prevention 
7KURXJK�(QYLURQPHQWDO�'HVLJQ��&(37('��JXLGHOLQHV��7KHVH�SK\VLFDO�GHVLJQ�VWUDWHJLHV�
often need to be combined with youth engagement and community education 
about how to minimize the risk of being exposed to a crime-related incident. The 
0DUNHW�6WUHHW�QHLJKERUKRRG�EHQHÀWV�IURP�D�ORFDO�SXEOLF�VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�VFKRRO�DW�
St Athanasius Church. The schools enable children to attend school close to home 
DQG�IRU�WKH�VFKRROV�WR�VHUYH�D�VRXUFH�RI�FRPPXQLW\�XQLW\��2OGHU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�DEOH�
to attend nearby middle schools. The schools offer after school programs, which 
DUH�ZHOO�XVHG�E\�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRROV�VWXGHQWV��2IIHULQJV�IRU�PLGGOH�VFKRRO�DQG�KLJK�
school students are very limited however, as the neighborhood does not have 
a City of Long Beach recreation or youth facility. This can result in older children 
loitering or assembling in the hours after the school dismissal and the time their 
parents return from work. Given the shortage of local park space and the lack 
of a gym or other recreation facility, the ability to provide engaging after school 
activities for older children is challenging. 

$QRWKHU�REMHFWLYH�RI�/(('�1'�LV�WR�RIIHU�D�UDQJH�RI�VKRSSLQJ�DQG�VHUYLFH�RSWLRQV�
in the neighborhood so that the majority of day-to-day needs can be met locally 
by walking, cycling, or transit. In addition to convenience and reduction in transit-
UHODWHG�UHVRXUFH�XVH��WKHUH�DUH�KHDOWK�EHQHÀWV�UHODWHG�WR�UHJXODU�SK\VLFDO�DFWLYLW\�
WKDW�DFFUXH� WR� WKH� UHVLGHQWV��2QH�RI� WKH� VHUYLFHV� WKDW� LV�HQFRXUDJHG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�
neighborhood centers is a health clinics. This is particularly important if there is not 
QHDUE\�DFFHVV�WR�PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�PHGLFDO�RIÀFHV�RU�WR�D�QHDUE\�KRVSLWDO��

2SWLRQV�IRU� LPSURYLQJ�WKH�KHDOWK�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�WR�LQFUHDVH�DFFHVV�WR�IUHVK�
food by offering fresh fruit and vegetables at local markets or convenience stores. 
/(('�1'�DOVR�HQFRXUDJHV�DFFHVV� WR� IUHVK� IRRG� WKURXJK�&UHGLW�&���� /RFDO� )RRG�
3URGXFWLRQ��ZKLFK� UHTXLUHV�HLWKHU�D� ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�JDUGHQ�RI� VXIÀFLHQW� VL]H� WR�
serve the neighborhood, a weekly farmers market, or access to a local CSA pick 
location.
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Action Items

1. Explore the possibility for the Elementary school to serve a location to pick 
up weekly CSA deliveries: +DYLQJ�D�FHQWUDO�ORFDWLRQ�IRU�GHOLYHULHV�UHGXFHV�WKH�
need for the CSA representatives to drive through the meeting for individual 
drop-offs and creates an opportunity for residents to interact with each other. 

2. Determine the feasibility of increasing the number of permitted mobile markets 
that serve the neighborhood: Trucks and vans selling produce currently serve 
the neighborhood, but the quality of the food and possibly the options could be 
improved by engaging with these vendors to issue permits that ensure that food 
safety measures are being followed and by recommending other food choices 
that could be provided to increase the nutritional value of what is offered. 

3. Explore the possibility of establishing a weekly Farmer’s Market in the 
neighborhood, possibly on the parking lot that is next to El Cortez: The 
Farmer’s Market could be scheduled for a time that the parking lot is not 
KHDYLO\�XVHG��+DYLQJ�D� ORFDO� IDUPHU·V�PDUNHW�FDQ�DOVR�EH�D�EHQHÀW� WR� ORFDO�
businesses by attracting additional people to the neighborhood and is also 
a way for the urban farms in Long Beach to reach additional customers. 

4. Explore opportunities to better use the facilities at in the local parks, the open 
space at Deforest Wetlands project, or the possibility to use the open space 
at the Elementary School in the evenings and weekends:�/RQJ�%HDFK�8QLÀHG�
could also explore options for expanding the types of programs that are offered 
after school in order to better match the needs and interests of older students.

The parking lot 
QH[W�WR�(O�&RUWH]�
on 53rd Street 
and Long Beach 
Boulevard holds 
potential as 
a centralized 
farmers market 
location for the 
neighborhood
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Neighborhood Identity + 
Character

Recognizing, preserving, and enhancing the unique character of a neighborhood is 
D�SDUW�RI�LGHQWLI\�ZKDW�W\SHV�RI�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�VWUDWHJLHV�PD\�EH�PRVW�UHOHYDQW��/(('��
1'�UHFRJQL]HV� WKH� LQKHUHQW�YDOXH�RI�KLVWRULF�EXLOGLQJV�ERWK� IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�
of the resource value of the embodied energy and from the cultural value to the 
FRPPXQLW\��7KLV� LV� UHÁHFWHG�LQ�*UHHQ�%XLOGLQJ�DQG�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�&UHGLW����+LVWRULF�
Resource Preservation and Adaptive Reuse, which encourages the protection and 
continued use of older structures.

/(('�1'�DOVR�HQFRXUDJHV�WKH�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�RI�ZD\�DQG�RWKHU�SXEOLFO\�
lots to provide amenities for the community. These can include streetscape 
improvements, pocket parks, parklettes, or community supportive uses such as 
childcare, clinics, job training facilities, community gardens, or affordable housing. 
There are several parcels in the neighborhood that are owned by the City or Long 
%HDFK� 8QLÀHG� 6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW�� 7KH� IXWXUH� XVH� RI� WKHVH� SDUFHOV� ZDUUDQWV� FDUHIXO�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�FRPPXQLW\�EHQHÀW�

+LVWRULF�
structures in the 
neighborhood 

should be 
preserved and 

celebratedR
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Action Items

1. Explore the potential to earn a local or national 
designation for the neighborhood as a historic district. 
 

2. Include a requirement to provide public amenities as a condition of the 
sale of RDA lots, such as the lot adjacent to El Cortez. These could include 
the ability of the community to use the properties for events, streetscape 
upgrades, street tree planting, or green infrastructure to improve water quality. 

Recent 
streetscape 
improvements 
on Long Beach 
Boulevard can 
serve as a model 
for improvements 
required under 
VDOH�RI�5'$�ORWV

3
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Buildings and infrastructure in urbanized areas account for over 40% of energy 

FRQVXPSWLRQ�DQG�UHSUHVHQW�VLJQLÀFDQW�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�PDWHULDOV�DQG�WKHLU�DVVRFLDWHG�

embodied energy. Urban development also changes hydrological patterns and 

FDXVHV�KLJKHU�DPELHQW�WHPSHUDWXUHV�WKURXJK�WKH�XUEDQ�KHDW�LVODQG�HIIHFW��/(('�1'�

addresses these issues primarily in the Green Infrastructure and Building category, 

WKURXJK�FUHGLWV�UHODWHG�WR�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��HQHUJ\�DQG�ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQF\��

landscape water use reduction, stormwater management, heat island reduction, 

LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�HQHUJ\�DQG�PDWHULDOV�HIÀFLHQF\��DQG�VROLG�ZDVWH�DQG�UHF\FOLQJ��

Any new construction in the Market Street neighborhood will be subject to the 

�����7LWOH�����3DUW���&DOLIRUQLD�(QHUJ\�&RGH��7KLV�FRGH� LV�PRUH�VWULQJHQW�WKDQ�WKH�

,QWHUQDWLRQDO�(QHUJ\�&RQVHUYDWLRQ�&RGH�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�/(('�1'��VR�DOO�QHZ�EXLOGLQJV�

ZLOO�PHHW�DQG�H[FHHG�WKH�/(('�1'�VWDQGDUGV�UHJDUGLQJ�EXLOGLQJ�HQHUJ\�XVH��7KH�

6WDWH�&$/*UHHQ�FRGH�DGGUHVVHV�ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQF\�RI�DW�OHDVW�����LPSURYHPHQW�IURP�

IHGHUDO�VWDQGDUGV��ZKLFK�LV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�/(('�1'�SUHUHTXLVLWH��/RQJ�%HDFK�

DOVR�KDV�D�/(('�SROLF\�IRU�FLYLF�SURMHFWV�VR�QHZ�SXEOLF�IDFLOLWLHV�ZLOO�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�

HDUQ�DW�OHDVW�/(('�6LOYHU�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��7KH�&LW\�RI�/RQJ�%HDFK�DOVR�KDV�D�SROLF\�WKDW�

ODUJH�VFDOH�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQW�PHHWV�WKH�LQWHQW�RI�WKH�/(('�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP��,GHDOO\�DOO�

private property owners should be encouraged to consider green building rating 

V\VWHPV�VXFK�DV�/(('�IRU�QHZ�GHYHORSPHQWV�DQG�WR�XVH�VWDWH�LQFHQWLYH�SURJUDPV�

VXFK�DV�(QHUJ\�8SJUDGH�&DOLIRUQLD�WR�LPSURYH�WKH�HIÀFLHQF\�RI�H[LVWLQJ�EXLOGLQJV��

7KH�&LW\�VKRXOG�DOVR�HVWDEOLVK�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQF\�DQG�UHVRXUFH�HIÀFLHQW�VWDQGDUGV�

for the repair and replacement of public infrastructure such as sidewalks, streets, 

VWUHHWOLJKWV�� DQG� WUDIÀF� VLJQDOV�� *UHHQ� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� LQFOXGH�

FRRUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH� 3XEOLF�:RUNV�'HSDUWPHQW� UHJDUGLQJ� VWUHHW� UHSDYLQJ�DQG�

or sidewalk repair projects, to determine whether using permeable surfaces in 

WKH� SXEOLF� ULJKW�RI�ZD\� LV� IHDVLEOH� JLYHQ� WKH� XQGHUO\LQJ� VRLO� SURÀOH�� )XUWKHUPRUH��

new public and private investment in sidewalks, streets, and parks spurred by 

new residential and non-residential building construction should implement rain 

gardens, bioswales, and other effective tools for implementing sustainable water 

management practices.
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Action Items

1. Provide technical assistance and incentives for new buildings to 
SXUVXH� /(('� RU� (QHUJ\� 6WDU� FHUWLÀFDWLRQ� Assist owners of existing 

buildings in pursuing energy benchmarking and monitoring and 

LQ� LGHQWLI\LQJ� UHEDWH� SURJUDPV� IRU� HQHUJ\� DXGLWV� DQG� UHWURÀWV� 

2. Require new projects and major renovations to include low-impact 
development features such as rain barrels, drywells, rain gardens, swales, 

DQG� SHUPHDEOH� SDYLQJ� ZKHQ� VRLO� FRQGLWLRQV� DOORZ�� ([SORUH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
WR�UHGHVLJQ�H[LVWLQJ�SDUNLQJ�ORWV�WR�LQFOXGH�UHWHQWLRQ�DUHDV�RU�ELRVZDOHV�� � 

3. (VWDEOLVK�D�FLW\ZLGH�VWDQGDUG�IRU�HIÀFLHQW�VWUHHW�OLJKWLQJ��WKRXJK�/('�EXOEV�RU�RWKHU�
HIÀFLHQW� WHFKQRORJLHV� WKDW�DSSOLHV�ZKHQ�QHZ�VWUHHW� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� LV� LQVWDOOHG� 

4. 3XEOLF� ,QIUDVWUXFWXUH� 6WDQGDUGV�� (VWDEOLVK� VWDQGDUGV� IRU� UHF\FOHG� FRQWHQW� IRU�
VWUHHW�SDYLQJ��VLGHZDONV��DQG�VWUHHWVFDSH�IHDWXUHV�

Low Impact 

'HYHORSPHQW�
features such 

as this bioswale 

located at 

Orange and 2nd 

Street should 

be required of 

new projects 

and major 

renovations

4
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Appendix

Smart Location and Linkage [SLL]:
SLL focuses on preserving the environmental characteristics inherent to the site 
VXFK� DV� ZDWHU� ERG\� DQG� VWHHS� VORSH� SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� LQÁXHQFLQJ� GHYHORSPHQW�
patterns to reduce sprawl and automobile dependence. Credits in this category 
encourage locating new developments near city centers with robust public 
transportation options and sites that have been previously developed or are 
immediately adjacent to existing development.

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�>13'@�
13'� LQÁXHQFHV� WKH� SK\VLFDO� OD\RXW� DQG� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� TXHVWLRQ�
through minimum thresholds for density, internal and external connectivity, and 
characteristics of a walkable community such as continuous sidewalks or building 
frontages that face public streets. Credits in this category reward projects that 
have nearby civic, educational and recreational facilities, limited surface parking 
and have transportation facilities complete with maps and bicycle racks.

Green Infrastructure and Buildings [GIB]:
GIB emphasizes the importance of the optimized performance of structural systems 
DQG� FLW\� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� WKURXJK�PLQLPXP� EXLOGLQJ� HQHUJ\� DQG� ZDWHU� HIÀFLHQF\��
ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQW�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG�RQ�VLWH�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ��&UHGLWV�LQ�
this category promote the adaptive reuse of existing buildings, on-site stormwater 
management, recycled content in infrastructure such as roadbeds and energy 
HIÀFLHQW�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV��VWUHHW�OLJKWV�DQG�ZDWHU�SXPSV�

For more information, please visit www.usgbc.org

A. /(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW�&UHGLW�&DWHJRULHV

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Long Beach, CA
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