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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment
Through the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Tool developed by Global 
*UHHQ�86$��SXEOLF�RIÀFLDOV� DQG� ORFDO� JRYHUQPHQW� VWDII� DUH� XVLQJ� WKH� /(('� IRU�
1HLJKERUKRRG� 'HYHORSPHQW� �/(('�1'�� UDWLQJ� V\VWHP� WR� GHWHUPLQH� ZD\V� IRU�
future development in their communities to achieve high levels of environmental, 
HFRQRPLF��DQG�VRFLDO� VXVWDLQDELOLW\�� /(('�1'� LQWHJUDWHV� WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI� VPDUW�
JURZWK��ZDONDEOH�XUEDQLVP�DQG�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ÀUVW�QDWLRQDO�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP�
for neighborhood design. In Cincinnati, Global Green used the tool as a means to 
evaluate existing conditions and plans for the Northside neighborhood, in order 
to identify opportunities to augment current revitalization efforts and develop 
recommendations to increase the neighborhood’s overall level of sustainability.

Assessment Team + Funding
Global Green USA 

Walker Wells | Krista Frank

USGBC
Jason Hercules

7HFKQLFDO�$VVLVWDQFH�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�IXQGLQJ�IURP�(3$·V�2IÀFH�RI�6XVWDLQDEOH�
Communities’ Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities Grant Program.
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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Process

The goal of the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment process is to identify issues 

and places where focused policy or planning changes can promote sustainable 

urban development over the short and long term. The objective is to improve the 

QHLJKERUKRRG·V�GD\�WR�GD\�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�LQFUHDVH�LWV�UHVLOLHQFH��7R�GHÀQH�WKHVH�

focus areas, Global Green USA utilizes the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment 

7RRO��ZKLFK�LV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�/(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW��1'��FULWHULD��

Prior to visiting the assessment area, the team conducted a review of existing 

planning documents, code requirements, maps, and stakeholder priorities. An 

LQLWLDO�DVVHVVPHQW�ZDV�WKHQ�FRPSOHWHG��ZLWK�WKH�FUHGLWV�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�WKUHH�/(('�

1'�FDWHJRULHV��6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�	�/LQNDJHV��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�	�'HVLJQ��DQG�

*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�	�%XLOGLQJ��PDUNHG�DV�́ DFKLHYHG�µ�́ QRW�DFKLHYHG�µ�́ XQNQRZQ�µ�

RU�´QRW�DSSOLFDEOH�µ�(DFK�FUHGLW�LV�IXUWKHU�UDQNHG�IRU�WKH�GHJUHH�WKDW�LW�FRUUHODWHV�

to regional or local policy priorities, regulatory support, technical feasibility, market 

support, and stakeholder input. 

This initial assessment serves as the point of departure for the Global Green 

WHDP·V� PXOWL�GD\� VLWH� YLVLW� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ�� 'XULQJ� WKH� YLVLW�� WKH� WHDP� ZDONV� WKH�

target neighborhood, photographs examples of positive qualities and areas for 

improvement, and conducts a series of meetings with targeted stakeholders, city 

staff, and representatives of relevant public agencies. Throughout the process, a 

SUHOLPLQDU\�/(('�1'�FKHFNOLVW�LV�HGLWHG�DQG�UHÀQHG�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�WKH�WHDP·V�YLVXDO�

REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�WKH�FRQWH[WXDO�LVVXHV�UDLVHG�E\�VWDNHKROGHUV��7KH�ÀQDO�FKHFNOLVW�IRU�

the Northside neighborhood can be found on pages 22-25. 

This assessment process then enables the team to identify a series of 

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� /(('�1'� FUHGLWV� WR� DXJPHQW� DQG� LQFUHDVH� WKH�

neighborhood’s sustainability. Recommendations also cover policy, planning and 

development; changes that aim to realize a more resilient and sustainable future 

for Northside. Some recommendations can be implemented fairly quickly, while 

others will require policy or regulatory change and long-term collaboration among 

public agencies, local institutions, and private sector partners, as well as multiple 

sources of funding.

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Cincinnati, Ohio



2.

Neighborhood Assets

1. Thriving small businesses 2. Alleys contribute to connectivity 3. Northside is known for its ommunity-
based activities and initiatives such as grocery co-op, Apple St. Market 4. Hamilton Aveunue a is mixed-
use and historic corridor, The neighborhood as a whole has a historic building stock 5. The proposed 
transit hub is a catalyst for change in the center of the neighborhood.

1.

4.

5.

3.2.
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Neighborhood Background

The Northside neighborhood is located in Cincinnati, Ohio. Global Green and 
the Northside Community Council established a study area bounded by Chase 
Ave. to the north, Crawford St. to the east, Spring Grove Ave. to the south, and 
Colerain Ave. to the west. Hamilton Ave. serves as the central corridor through 
the neighborhood, and houses the second-busiest transit hub in the city, at the 
corner of Bluerock and Hamilton. This is the site of a proposed transit center that 
will include new passenger shelters, pedestrian-scale lighting, next bus information, 
sidewalk and waiting area improvements, and other amenities.
Assets
Community-Based Activity and Initiatives: The historic character on Hamilton 
LQFOXGHV�JURXQG�ÁRRU�UHWDLO��DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����VWRUHIURQWV��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�VHFRQG�
DQG�WKLUG�VWRU\�KRXVLQJ�RU�RIÀFH�VSDFH��7KLV�PL[�FUHDWHV�D�EXLOW�LQ�XVHU�JURXS�IRU�WKH�
street merchants as well as contributes to keeping the street active and populated. 
People characterize Northside as a little village within the City of Cincinnati. The 
Community Council, merchants groups, activists, property owners, and residents 
appear to be active in the neighborhood in multiple ways including supporting 
festivals and parades, advocating for resources from City Hall, and initiating 
projects in their backyards, in under-used parcels, or in former industrial facilities.
Proximity to Natural Features: Northside is located in the Mill Creek Valley and is 
surrounded on three sides by natural features. These are Mt. Airy Forest, the Mill 
&UHHN�� 3DUNHU�:RRGV�� DQG� 6SULQJ�*URYH�&HPHWHU\�DQG�$UERUHWXP� �WKRXJK� WKH�
QHDUHVW�HQWUDQFH�LV�DERXW�KDOI�D�PLOH�WR�WKH�HDVW�RQ�6SULQJ�*URYH�$YH����$GGLWLRQDOO\��
a well-used public park that hosts a weekly Farmer’s market, Hoffner Park, is 
centrally located and accessible to most of the residents. Hiking trails lead into the 
hilly Parker Woods, and cycling and walking path is located along Mill Creek.
Challenges
Community Character: The 5-point intersection known as Knowlton’s Corner has 
the potential to be a focal point and welcoming gateway to the community. This 
location, however, is currently dominated by fast-moving vehicles and is encircled 
in part by under-utilized buildings, buildings situated far away from the sidewalk, a 
gas station, and a drive-through fast food chain. Improvements to the 400 block 
of Hamilton are  also contingent on the redesign of this intersection. The level of 
cleanliness and maintenance in this and many areas of the neighborhood is poor, 
exhibiting what can be interpreted as a lack of care or stewardship.
Managing Investment in Northside: Northside has been able to exist as a place 
of experimentation and creativity partly due to the availability of lower-cost 
housing and access to affordable retail and underutilized industrial properties. As 
GHYHORSPHQW�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�1RUWKVLGH�LQFUHDVH��WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�ULVN�WKDW�KRXVLQJ�
costs will increase and former industrial properties will be converted to housing. 
While new residents will increase the number of customers to support Hamilton 
Avenue businesses and build the population needed to support a local grocery 
store, there is the potential for long-term neighborhood members to be forced out 
of their living situations and thus lose the economic and cultural diversity of the 
QHLJKERUKRRG���&RQWLQXHG�RQ�SDJH���
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2.

Neighborhood Challenges

1. Blue Rock St, one of the main east-west corridors in the neighborhood, is host to industrial-sized vehicles 
and has few pedestrian crossings with stop signs 2. New development on Hamilton Ave. didn’t provide 
affordable units , but rather, units that run above affordable rates for 100% AMI. 3. Underutilized industrial 
properties on the west side present opportunities for more compact development but currently create 
an empty zone  in a prime area walkable to public transit 4. Many streets are not designed for safe 
ELF\FOH�DQG�SHGHVWULDQ�WUDIÀF����/DUJH�EORFNV�GRPLQDWHG�E\�VLQJOH�RZQHU�FXW�RII�SHGHVWULDQ��ELF\FOH��
DQG�YHKLFOH�WUDIÀF�ZLWK�QR�FRQQHFWLRQV�WKURXJK

1.

4.

5.

3.2.
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Neighborhood Background Continued

Accessibility and Overall Pedestrian and Cyclist Safety
Many areas of the community are not fully accessible by foot, wheelchair, or 
bicycle, due to broken sidewalks, utility poles and other infrastructure blocking 
WKH�SDWK�RI�WUDYHO��DQG�WKH�KLJK�VSHHG�RI�WUDIÀF��3HGHVWULDQ�FURVVLQJV�RQ�+DPLOWRQ�
are faded and poorly marked and bike lanes or routes through the neighborhood 
are not typically marked or protected. Connections through the neighborhood 
are compromised by large city blocks, often composed of agglomerated parcels 
RZQHG� E\� RQH� HQWLW\� DQG� EORFNHG�RII� WR� WKURXJK� WUDIÀF�� 7KLV� SUHYHQWV� SHRSOH�
from easily accessing businesses along Colerain, isolates the west side of the 
neighborhood, and contributes to lack of access to the Mill Creek and Parker 
Woods.

The recommendations presented over the following pages were developed 
through careful study of regional and local planning documents, city staff and 
stakeholder interviews and a thorough on-the-ground analysis of community 
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�� (DFK�RI� WKH� UHVXOWLQJ� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ� LQIRUPHG�E\�
EHVW�SUDFWLFHV�DV� LGHQWLÀHG�E\�/(('�1'�DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�SURGXFHG�ZLWK� VSHFLÀF�
attention given to long-term sustainability and resilience. 

6L[�NH\�RYHUDUFKLQJ�WKHPHV�JXLGH�WKH�VSHFLÀF�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��

����,PSOHPHQW�D�%URDG�6SHFWUXP�RI�$IIRUGDEOH�+RXVLQJ�6WUDWHJLHV�

����0D[LPL]H�,QYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH�7UDQVLW�&HQWHU

����,PSURYH�1HLJKERUKRRG�&RQQHFWLRQV

����7UDQVIRUP�.QRZOWRQ·V�&RUQHU�LQWR�D�:HOFRPLQJ�*DWHZD\

����6WUHQJWKHQ�WKH�6WUXFWXUH�DQG�'LYHUVLW\�RI�&RPPXQLW\�(QJDJHPHQW

Recommendation Approach and Strategy

Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Cincinnati, Ohio



Recommendations

1 
Implement a 
Broad Spectrum 
of Affordable 
Housing 
Strategies

3 
Improve 
Neighborhood 
Connections

2 
Maximize 
Investment 
in the Transit 
Center

4 
Transform 
Knowlton’s 
Corner into a 
Welcoming 
Gateway

5 
Strengthen 
the Structure 
and Diversity 
of Community 
Engagement
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To preserve housing affordability, the community should work with developers 
DQG�KRXVLQJ� LQWHUPHGLDULHV� VXFK�DV� /,6&�� (QWHUSULVH��RU�1HLJKERUZRUNV� WR�SXUVXH�
strategies for both long-term affordable home ownership and rentals. These can 
include: sweat-equity or self-help, renters equity, lease purchase, land trusts, use of 
+8'�PRUWJDJH�VXEVLGLHV�IRU�VHQLRU�RU�VSHFLDO�QHHGV�SRSXODWLRQV��DQG�ORZ�LQFRPH�
housing tax credit-funded rental developments. If the market allows, modest 
renovation of some of the smaller historic existing housing stock is another option. 
(QVXUH� WKDW�JUDQQ\� ÁDWV� RU� VHFRQG�XQLWV� DUH�SHUPLWWHG� LQ� UHVLGHQWLDO� ]RQHV��DV�D�
way to increase housing options and density in a sensitive and unobtrusive way. 
$GGLWLRQDOO\��GLVFXVVLQJ�DQ�LQFOXVLRQDU\�]RQLQJ�RUGLQDQFH�VSHFLÀFDOO\�IRU�1RUWKVLGH��
or City-wide could be an option. 

Several stakeholders expressed concern regarding the loss of housing affordability. 
Others expressed a need for housing diversity, including housing geared toward 
VWXGHQW�VLQJOH�SDUHQWV��/*%74��DGGLFWLRQ�6HUYLFHV��KRXVLQJ�IRU�WKRVH�H[SHULHQFLQJ�
homelessness including women’s only, and elderly.

/(('�IRU�+RPHV�JLYHV�FUHGLWV�IRU�GLYHUVH�DQG�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�WR�SURPRWH�VRFLDOO\�
equitable and engaging neighborhoods by enabling residents from a wide range 
of economic levels, household sizes, and age groups to live in a community through 
13'�&UHGLW��+RXVLQJ�7\SHV�DQG�$IIRUGDELOLW\��7KLV�FUHGLW�DZDUGV�SRLQWV�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�
XS�WR�����RI�DYDLODEOH�XQLWV�VXEVLGL]HG��*RRG� ����DW��������SRLQW��DQG�����DW������
��SRLQW��*UHDW� LV�����DW��������SRLQWV��DQG�����DW��������SRLQWV���:H�KHDUG�IURP�
the community that $300-$500 per month is considered affordable rent for existing 
residents. New apartments being built or new on the market are being priced at 
$750-$1,200 per month. With Area Median Income of Northsiders at $34,500, $700 
per month is already at 100% AMI. $560 is at 80% AMI, and $420 is at 60% AMI.
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1 Implement a Broad Spectrum of 
Affordable Housing Strategies

3KRHQL[·V�/RZ�
Income Historic 
Housing Rehab 
Program allowed 
many lower-
income home 
owners to make 
improvements 
on their property 
and retain their 
equity.
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Action Items

Northside has 
many historic 
properties that 
have fallen into 
disrepair

1
1. Create a Land Trust: /DQG�%DQN���9DFDQW�3URSHUWLHV���PLJKW�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�RZQ�

SURSHUWLHV�ZLWK�RFFXSDQWV��/DQG�7UXVW���%XVLQHVV�'LVWULFW�3URSHUWLHV��QR�ODQG�WUXVW�
H[LVWV�FXUUHQWO\���+DELWDW�IRU�+XPDQLW\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SDUWQHU�WR�GR�FRQGRV�!7KH�
DUHD�KDV�/DQG�%DQN�WKLV�FKDQJHG�ZLWK�FOHDULQJ�WLWOH�RQ�IRUHFORVHG�SURSHUWLHV��
A land bank could be established to ensure that key parcels are used for 
affordable? A4 or community businesses.

2. Consider a Residential Historic Overlay Zone:  Historic Stabilization Program - 
)DUPHU·V�+RWHO���&LQFLQQDWL�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ��3KRHQL[�H[DPSOH�RI�/RZ�
income Historic Housing Rehab Program. 

3. Use Transit Hub as a Catalyst for Affordable Housing:�+LJK�4XDOLW\�7UDQVLW�$UHDV�
locate affordable housing next to public transit, as public transit ridership 
has its foundation in lower-income riders and improvements to public transit 
DFFHVV�DQG�IUHTXHQF\�EHQHÀWV�ORZHU�LQFRPH�ULGHUV�SURSRUWLRQDWHO\�PRUH�
than higher-income riders who may have alternate transit options. 

4. Zoning:�([SORUH�LQFOXVLRQDU\�]RQLQJ�WR�WU\�DQG�PHHW�PDLQWDLQ�/(('�1'�FUHGLWV��
'HQVLW\�ERQXVHV��IDVW�WUDFN�SHUPLWWLQJ��DQG�UHGXFHG�SDUNLQJ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�
VXEVLGL]HG�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��(QVXUH�WKDW�VHFRQG�XQLWV�RU�JUDQQ\�ÁDWV�DUH�
permitted by right.

5. Work with City to make energy performance incentives work for more diverse 
building types:�$PHQG�WKH�SURSHUW\�WD[�DEDWHPHQW�WKDW�LV�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�/(('�
&HUWLÀHG�QHZ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�DOVR�DSSO\�WR�UHQRYDWLRQV��5HYLVH�FLW\�LQFHQWLYHV�
for energy performance to apply to rental units, as renters are 40% of residents 
in Northside. 

11



Maximize Investment 
in the Transit Center

The creation of a transit hub at Hamilton and Blue Rock presents a major opportunity 
to increase the urban character and function of the neighborhood. Currently 
there are many bus transfers on Hamilton, but this activity is not resulting in any 
type of unique placemaking, or contributing to the neighborhood character. The 
Transit Hub has the potential to create a dynamic civic space for the Northside 
community, as a compliment to Hoffner Park on the west side of Hamilton. For this to 
happen, the transit hub should be designed to be a plaza where buses stop, rather 
than a transit center with a token public plaza. If designed correctly, the transit hub 
could support small-scale retail or food uses, which would increase activity in the 
DUHD�DQG�SXEOLF�VDIHW\��7KH�WUDQVLW�KXE�VKRXOG�SURYLGH�H[FHOOHQW�ZD\�ÀQGLQJ��URXWH�
and schedule information to work for both the frequent and occasional transit 
user. The Transit Center should also be fully accessible by persons with disabilities 
and provide a smooth interface for transit riders arriving by Red Bike, or their own 
bicycle.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�RIÀFLDO�GRFXPHQWV��WKH�QHZ�WUDQVLW�FHQWHU�ZLOO�LQFOXGH�QHZ�SDVVHQJHU�
shelters, pedestrian-scale lighting, next bus information, sidewalk and waiting area 
improvements, and other amenities.

/(('�1'� JLYHV� FUHGLW� IRU� KLJK�TXDOLW\� WUDQVLW� IDFLOLWLHV�� 6KHOWHUV� IRU� WUDQVLW� IDFLOLWLHV�
VKRXOG�EH�XS�WR�GDWH�RQ�UHTXLUHG�LPSURYHPHQWV�VXFK�DV�$'$�FRGH��DQG�VKRXOG�
be covered, at least partially enclosed to buffer wind and rain, have seating and 
illumination, and have signage that displays transit schedules and route information.

Transit-oriented development around the transit hub can support car-free living and 
HTXLWDEOH�DFFHVVLELOLW\��/(('�1'�UHFRPPHQGV�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�KDOI�RI�DOO�UHVLGHQFHV�LQ�
WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�VKRXOG�EH�ZLWKLQ�D�����PLOH�ZDONLQJ�GLVWDQFH�RI�PDQ\�GLYHUVH�
XVHV� ������� VXFK�DV�D� VXSHUPDUNHW�� KDUGZDUH� VWRUH�� SKDUPDF\�� EDQN�� J\P�� KDLU�
salon, laundromat, restaurant, childcare, senior care, rec center, medical clinic, 
VFKRRO��OLEUDU\��SDUN��JRYHUQPHQW�RIÀFH��HWF�

Parking lot that 
is likely to house 
the future transit 

centerR
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Action Items

Northside Transit 
&HQWHU�/RFDWLRQ�
�SKRWR�IURP�
UrbanCincy.
FRP�

2
1. Placemaking at Transit Center Site: Conduct a creative placemaking event 

�SDUWQHU�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�IURP�D�ORFDO�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�VXFK�DV�'$$3�
RU�D�ORFDO�XUEDQ�GHVLJQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��ZKHUH�IHDWXUHV�DUH�WHPSRUDULO\�LQVWDOOHG�
WKDW�HQJDJH�DUHD�UHVLGHQWV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�´FRXOG�EHµ�LQ�WKH�VSDFH��7KH�
RXWFRPHV�VKRXOG�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�ÀQDO�GHVLJQ� 

2. Bus Shelters:�%ULQJ�EXV�VKHOWHUV�LQ�WKH�1RUWKVLGH�DUHD�XS�WR�/(('�1'�VWDQGDUGV� 

3. Diverse Uses:�(QFRXUDJH�GHYHORSPHQW�DURXQG�WKH�WUDQVLW�FHQWHU�WKDW�ÀOOV�WKH�
gaps in current retail and services. These include uses that stakeholders told 
us were missing in the neighborhood such as: grocery, laundromat, addiction 
treatment, place to send mail, fresh food in corner store on Hamilton.

13



The quality of connectivity throughout the Northside neighborhood varies widely 
and represents a focal point around which other neighborhood improvements 
can fall into place. Currently, some areas, such as the Hamilton corridor, are very 
DFFHVVLEOH��ZKLOH�RWKHUV��VXFK�DV�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�6SULQJ�*URYH�$YH��0LOO�&UHHN�DUHD��
DUH� QRW�� 9DULRXV� IDFWRUV� VXFK� DV� LQVXIÀFLHQW� PDUNLQJV� DW� FURVVZDONV�� KLJK� WUDIÀF�
speeds, and large-sized blocks contribute to discontinuity in the pedestrian and 
bicycle experience. This is of particular concern for people aged 0-100 with varying 
physical abilities. 

7R�VXSSRUW�SHGHVWULDQV�/(('�1'�SURYLGHV�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�TXDQWLWDWLYH�PHDVXUHV�DQG�
FUHGLWV�WR�VXSSRUW�VDIH��ZDONDEOH��DQG�ELNHDEOH�QHLJKERUKRRGV��/(('�1'�&UHGLWV�
include:

Sidewalks should be available along both sides of the street. They should be at 
least 10’ wide on retail or mixed-use blocks, and at least 5’ wide on all other blocks.

To increase bicycle ridership 75% of residential-only roads should be designed for 
a target speed of no more than 20 mph. 70% of non-residential or mixed-use roads 
should be designed for a target speed of no more than 25 mph. Bicycle networks 
through the neighborhood should be planned so that at least 50% of dwelling units 
DQG�QRQUHVLGHQWLDO� EXLOGLQJV� DUH� ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ� ����PLOH� F\FOLQJ�GLVWDQFH�RI� DQ�
existing bicycle network that extends at least 3 contiguous miles and connects to 
10 diverse uses, a school or employment center, or a bus rapid transit or light rail 
station.

(DFK� QRQ�UHVLGHQWLDO� EXLOGLQJ� DQG� PXOWL�XQLW� UHVLGHQWLDO� EXLOGLQJ� VKRXOG� SURYLGH�
short-term bicycle storage for at least 2.5% of peak visitors, but no less than 4 
storage spaces per building.

7R�SURPRWH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�VWUHHW�FRQQHFWLYLW\��/(('�1'�requires that there at least 
be 140 intersections per square mile, and preferably 300-401 intersections per 
square mile. Our study area in Northside has 254 intersections per square mile 
���� LQWHUVHFWLRQV�� LQFOXGLQJ�DOOH\V�� LQ� ����VTXDUH�PLOHV���:KLOH�1RUWKVLGH�PHHWV� WKH�
prerequisite, in order to meet the credit threshold, at least 16-52 more intersections 
would need to be added. Any part of the circulation network counted toward the 
connectivity requirement must be available for general public use and not gated.

To facilitate physical activity and social networking, 90% of dwelling units should be 
ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ�����PLOH�ZDON�GLVWDQFH�RI�DW�OHDVW�RQH�FLYLF�DQG�SDVVLYH�XVH�VSDFH��
DQG�����PLOH�ZDON�GLVWDQFH�RI�D�SXEOLFO\�DFFHVVLEOH�RXWGRRU�UHFUHDWLRQ�VSDFH�DW�
least 1 acre in area, or a publicly accessible indoor recreation facility of at least 
25,000 square feet.

To increase the proportion of areas that are accessible by a wide spectrum of 
SHRSOH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�DJH�RU�DELOLW\��/(('�1'�JLYHV�FUHGLW�IRU�GHVLJQLQJ�D�PLQLPXP�
of 20% of new dwelling units in accordance with ICC A117.1, Type C, Visitable Unit, 
wherein each unit must have a kitchen, living area, bedroom, and full bath on an 
DFFHVVLEOH� OHYHO�� ,Q�H[LVWLQJ�DUHDV��ZKHQ�UHWURÀWWLQJ�H[LWLQJ�SXEOLF�ULJKWV�RI�ZD\�RU�
SXEOLFO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WUDYHO�URXWHV��GHVLJQ��FRQVWUXFW��RU�UHWURÀW�����RI�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�
ZD\�DQG�WUDYHO�URXWHV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�$'$�$%$�DFFHVVLELOLW\�JXLGHOLQHV��R
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3 Improve Neighborhood 

Connections
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This diagram 
shows suggested 
additional 
connections 
were the parcels 
in the large 
blocks to be 
redeveloped.

3

Brown-shaded 
areas represent 
blocks of 
land with no 
connections 
through them. 
This inhibits travel 
by all modes 
through the 
neighborhood.

15
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3 Improve Neighborhood 
&RQQHFWLRQV��FRQWLQXHG�

Action Items

1. Make parks and open space more accessible: Improve relationship with park 
board in order to increase maintenance. Provide bike racks at entrances to 
parks. Create pedestrian and bicycle links in the neighborhood to Mill Creek 
and the hills to the west and east. 

2. Continue Bike Lane from the Viaduct through neighborhood: Create a 
GHGLFDWHG�ELNH�ODQH�RQ�/DQJODQG�RU�$SSOH�6W� 

3. Create better crossings across Hamilton: Combine stop signs with crosswalks. 
([SORUH�DGGLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�VLJQDOL]HG�LQWHUVHFWLRQV��3ODFH�ELNH�UDFNV�DW�NH\�
destinations along Hamilton.

4. Explore ways that the City can better support Walkability: Opportunities 
include better lighting in the industrial district, and reliable snow removal as 
DFFHVVLELOLW\�SHG�ELNH�VWUDWHJ\��7KRXJK�UHVLGHQWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�
city-owned sidewalks, the city could expand the selection of city-approved 
contractors in order to increase competition and potentially lower costs of 
repair.

5. Divide large blocks when redeveloped: Require connections through large 
lots when redevelopment takes place, either with streets or pedestrian 
pathways. 
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'LDJUDP�VKRZLQJ�
how additional 
intersections 
could increase 
connectivity 
throughout the 
neighborhood

3

'LDJUDP�
showing existing 
intersections 
in the 
neighborhood
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At Knowlton’s Corner, a 5-way intersection that serves as the gateway to Northside, 
create a safe and welcoming environment for pedestrians, cyclists, wheelchairs, 
and cars entering the neighborhood.
/(('�1'�SURYLGHV�QXPHURXV�FUHGLWV�UHODWHG�WR�ZDONDEOH�VWUHHWV��LQFOXGLQJ�
Provide trees at intervals of no more than 50 feet along at least 60% of the total 
EORFN�OHQJWK�DQG�RU�SURYLGH�VKDGH�IURP�WUHHV�RU�SHUPDQHQW�VWUXFWXUHV�RYHU�DW�OHDVW�
40% of the total length of sidewalks. Select tree species that are not considered 
invasive in the neighborhood context.
To provide safe, appealing, and comfortable street environments, at least 80% of 
building facades should be no more than 25 feet from the property line. 
The building-height-to-street-centerline ratio should be at least 1:1.5, at least 1 foot 
of building height for every 1.5 feet of width from the center of the street, for any 
new construction.
All ground-level retail, service, and trade uses, that face a public space should 
have clear glass on at least 60% of their facades between 3 and 8 feet above 
grade. If a facade extends along a sidewalk, no more than 40% of its length or 50 
IHHW��ZKLFKHYHU�LV�OHVV��VKRXOG�EH�EODQN��ZLWKRXW�GRRUV�RU�ZLQGRZV��
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4 Transform Knowlton’s Corner into 
a Welcoming Gateway

An 
appropriately-
scaled 
development 
in the BP Gas 
Station, a few 
street trees and 
pedestrian-scale 
streetlamps 
would 
VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
change the 
streetscape in 
the Gateway to 
Northside.
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Action Items

1. Collaborate with DAAP/Urban Design Studio: to re-imagine how Northside’s 
JDWHZD\�FRXOG�VORZ�WUDIÀF�DQG�VLJQDO�WR�SHRSOH�WKDW�WKH\·UH�HQWHULQJ�D�
culturally rich and diverse neighborhood. This should include improved 
crosswalks, street trees, and highly visible gateway treatment.

2. Redesign the Knowlton’s Corner:�WR�UHGXFH�WUDIÀF�VSHHGV��SRWHQWLDOO\�ZLWK�
D�URXQGDERXW��([SORUH�WKH�IHDVLELOLW\�RI�D�URXQGDERXW�RU�RWKHU�VLJQLÀFDQW�
redesign of the intersection.

/RWV�LGHQWLÀHG�
with exorbitant 
setbacks from 
the circulation 
network in 
brown.

Yellow lines 
show the street 
centerlines.

Blue arrow shows 
the primary way 
that cars enter 
Northside.

4
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Northside has a high level of involvement by members of the community that exhibit 
a high level of loyalty to the neighborhood. This group is willing and able to take 
initiative and explore new approaches, such as the worker-owned co-op model for 
the Apple Street Grocery Store. However, there are also long-term neighborhood 
residents that have not been as active in the recent efforts to improve the conditions 
in the Northside. Those that are currently active should increase efforts to reach-out 
and engage with the full range of neighborhood residents to ensure that Northside 
FRQWLQXHV�WR�UHÁHFW�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�HFOHFWLFLVP�RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG�

/(('�1'�HQFRXUDJHV�FRPPXQLW\�RXWUHDFK�DQG� LQYROYHPHQW�E\�JLYLQJ�FUHGLWV� WR�
neighborhoods that advertise and host at least one open community meeting or 
FKDUUHWWH�RWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�RIÀFLDO�SXEOLF�KHDULQJ�RU�UHFXUULQJ�FLWL]HQ�DGYLVRU\�PHHWLQJ�
and work directly with community associations and local government to advertise 
the meetings. 

The Northside Community Council has been effective at creating cohesion in 
the neighborhood and embracing the eclecticism of the community through 
events such as the 4th of July parade. Attention should be given to cultivating 
new members and leaders so this organization remains strong through future years. 
Intention should be given to address issues of inclusion, equity, and diversity. 
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5 Strengthen the Structure and 
'LYHUVLW\�RI�&RPPXQLW\�0HPEHU�

(QJDJHPHQW

Iconic Northside 
mural
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Action Items

1. Create an Outreach Group: Identify the missing voices in community 
conversations and elect promoters for the outreach group that represent 
them or are actively engaged with them. This could even be an existing 
leader, such as someone from a place of worship. 

2. Host more diverse community meetings: Step outside the box of typical 
neighborhood council meetings and use new locations with different hosts 
and activities, and diversify and expand the advertising strategies. As always, 
continue consideration of less able-bodied participants as well as parents with 
children. 

3. Diversify initiative leaders: Make it a priority to include a more diverse set of 
voices from the top-down in the Neighborhood Council by valuing diversity in 
leadership appointments.

4. EcoDistrict:�&RQVLGHU�WKH�(FR'LVWULFWV�3URWRFRO�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�IRUPDOL]LQJ�
engagement and collaboration.

Vendor at 
the Northside 
Farmers Market, 
which accepts 
(%7
�������7KH�/LWWOH�
Things Journal

5
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6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�$QG�/LQNDJH

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ

Green Building and Infrastructure

27

44

29

100

Total

10

23

13

46

Achievable with 
Current Conditions

10

17

14

41

Possible with
(IIRUW

/(('�1'�&HUWLÀFDWLRQ�7KUHVKROGV�

� &HUWLÀHG�������� 6LOYHU��������� *ROG�������� 3ODWLQXP�����

Sustainability Assessment

7KH�6XVWDLQDEOH�1HLJKERUKRRG�$VVHVVPHQW� WRRO� LQFOXGHV�DQ�DQQRWDWHG�/(('�1'�
checklist created by Global Green. It is a key component of the process used to 
GRFXPHQW�DQG�FRPSDUH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�DUHD�DJDLQVW�WKH�/(('�1'�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�
DQG� FUHGLWV�� (DFK� FUHGLW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� WKUHH� FUHGLW� FDWHJRULHV� �6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� 	�
/LQNDJH��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�	�'HVLJQ��DQG�*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�	�%XLOGLQJ�� LV�
PDUNHG�DV� ´DFKLHYHG�µ� ´QRW�DFKLHYHG�µ� ´XQNQRZQ�µ�RU� ´QRW�DSSOLFDEOHµ� XQGHU�
baseline conditions. Additional analysis has been done based on local planning 
policy, regulatory support, technical feasibility, market support and stakeholder 
input. The preliminary checklist analysis was edited after site visits, stakeholder 
meetings, and conversations with city staff. This information was then translated 
into an overall assessment of sustainable neighborhood performance.

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�LQ�ÀHOG�DVVHVVPHQW��SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQW�UHYLHZ��YDULRXV�VWDNHKROGHU�
PHHWLQJV��WKH�*OREDO�*UHHQ�WHDP�HVWLPDWHG�ZKLFK�/(('�1'�FUHGLWV�ZHUH�´/LNHO\�µ�
´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUW�µ�´8QOLNHO\µ�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG��RU�´1RW�$SSOLFDEOH�µ�FRQVLGHULQJ�
H[LVWLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�� WHFKQLFDO� IHDVLELOLW\�� SROLF\� UHDGLQHVV�� ÀQDQFLDO� EXUGHQ�� DQG�
DSSOLFDELOLW\� WR� QHLJKERUKRRG�FRQGLWLRQV�� 7KH�EDU�JUDSK� VXPPDU\� LGHQWLÀHV� WKH�
overall level of sustainable neighborhood performance for Northside. Many credits 
IDOO�LQWR�WKH�́ /LNHO\µ�FDWHJRU\��DQG�RI�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�FUHGLWV��D�VLJQLÀFDQW�SHUFHQWDJH�
IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�FDWHJRU\��ZKLFK�VKRZV�WKH�ODUJH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�
LPSURYLQJ�WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��VSHFLÀFDOO\�E\�SXUVXLQJ�WKH�KLJK�
priority recommendations described in this report.

The summary table below shows the numeric values extrapolated from the 
SHUFHQWDJH�RI� FUHGLWV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV� ´$FKLHYDEOHµ�EHORZ�� 7KH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
OLVWHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� SDJHV� DUH� ODUJHO\� D� UHVSRQVH� WR� /(('�1'� FULWHULD� ZKLFK�
DFKLHYLQJ�ZDV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�E\� WKH�DVVHVVPHQW� WHDP��:KLOH�
WKHVH�YDOXHV�GR�QRW�FRUUHODWH�H[DFWO\�WR�VSHFLÀF�/(('�1'�SRLQWV��WKH\�SURYLGH�DQ�
estimate of the neighborhood’s potential level of future achievement. It should be 
noted that this is a rough measure of performance and not an exact representation 
RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG·V�OHYHO�RI�SRVVLEOH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��,W�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�DOO�
WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�PXVW�EH�DFKLHYHG�LI�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�SXUVXHG��:KLOH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
these constraints, the categories generated through the assessment serve as a 
XVHIXO�PHWULF� IRU�HVWLPDWLQJ� IRUPDO� /(('�1'�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��*LYHQ� WKH�SUHVXPSWLRQ�
WKDW�DOO�WKRVH�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�́ $FKLHYDEOHµ�ZRXOG�EH�PHW��SURYLGLQJ�D�EDVHOLQH�SRLQW�
WDOO\�RI�����DQG�WKRVH�OLVWHG�DV�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ��DUH�DJJUHVVLYHO\�SXUVXHG�DQG�
achieved, affording an additional 41 points, the analysis shows that the Northside 
Neighborhood could possibly earn a rating of platinum from the USGBC.
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Sustainability Assessment

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH
6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�IRFXVHV�SULPDULO\�RQ�H[LVWLQJ�VLWH�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�
WKDW� GHYHORSPHQWV� DUH� QRW� ORFDWHG� LQ� ÁRRGSODLQV�� RQ� VWHHS� VORSHV� RU� FDXVH�
damage to ecological communities or local water bodies. Because nearly all 
of the Northside neighborhood is previously developed and the City has existing 
programs in place to address water quality in the Mill Creek, many of the goals of 
this credit category are met with existing conditions. One challenge highlighted, 
KRZHYHU�� LV� WKH�GLIÀFXOWO\�RI� LQWHJUDWLQJ�ELF\FOH�IDFLOLWLHV�WKDW�FRQQHFW�WR�D� ODUJHU�
network.
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Sustainability Assessment

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ
1HLJKERUKRRG� 3DWWHUQ� DQG� 'HVLJQ� DLPV� WR� LQÁXHQFH� WKH� SK\VLFDO� OD\RXW� DQG�
design of the community to yield walkable neighborhoods with a variety of 
land use types. An analysis of the Northside neighborhood reveals an underlying 
neighborhood structure which lends itself to walkability, but with many opportunities 
for improvement. Hamilton Ave and Knowlton’s corner require the most careful 
attention- many of the core tenets of walkable urbanism are within reach if careful 
effort is made to prioritize building and streetscape improvements that prioritize 
pedestrian and cyclist safety.
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Sustainability Assessment

Green Infrastructure and Buildings
Green Infrastructure and Buildings seeks to optimize individual buildings and 
surrounding infrastructure systems to reduce their energy and water consumption 
and associated emissions. Particular attention should be given to optimizing water 
DQG�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQF\�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�DOO�QHZ�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�VWUHHWVFDSH�LPSURYHPHQWV�
LQ�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG��2I�SDUWLFXODU�FRQFHUQ�LV�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�RI�HQHUJ\�HIÀFLHQF\�
given the challenges posed by historic buildings.
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Appendix

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�>6//@�
6//� IRFXVHV� RQ� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� HQYLURQPHQWDO� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� LQKHUHQW� WR� WKH� VLWH�
VXFK� DV� ZDWHU� ERG\� DQG� VWHHS� VORSH� SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� LQÁXHQFLQJ� GHYHORSPHQW�
patterns to reduce sprawl and automobile dependence. Credits in this category 
encourage locating new developments near city centers with robust public 
transportation options and sites that have been previously developed or are 
immediately adjacent to existing development.

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�>13'@�
13'� LQÁXHQFHV� WKH� SK\VLFDO� OD\RXW� DQG� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� TXHVWLRQ�
through minimum thresholds for density, internal and external connectivity, and 
characteristics of a walkable community such as continuous sidewalks or building 
frontages that face public streets. Credits in this category reward projects that 
have nearby civic, educational and recreational facilities, limited surface parking 
and have transportation facilities complete with maps and bicycle racks.

*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�%XLOGLQJV�>*,%@�
GIB emphasizes the importance of the optimized performance of structural systems 
DQG� FLW\� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� WKURXJK�PLQLPXP� EXLOGLQJ� HQHUJ\� DQG� ZDWHU� HIÀFLHQF\��
ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQW�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG�RQ�VLWH�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ��&UHGLWV�LQ�
this category promote the adaptive reuse of existing buildings, on-site stormwater 
management, recycled content in infrastructure such as roadbeds and energy 
HIÀFLHQW�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV��VWUHHW�OLJKWV�DQG�ZDWHU�SXPSV�

For more information, please visit www.usgbc.org

A. /(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW�&UHGLW�&DWHJRULHV
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